


Origins Of Christmas

Lawrence StaschkeLawrence Staschke

https://dev.heysocal.com/data/book-search/index.jsp/origins%20of%20christmas.pdf


Origins Of Christmas:
  Toward the Origins of Christmas Susan K. Roll,1995 Christmas exerts an enormous attraction today even apart from its
Christian character as a celebration of the incarnation of God in the Person of Jesus Even marginal or indifferent Christians
crowd the churches on Christmas Eve and in highly commercialized and technologized Western societies the Christmas
season is celebrated with enthousiasm Yet Christmas entered the calendar of feasts relatively late by 336 C E and the reason
for its introduction and quick spread remain speculative and based on fragmentary evidence Towards the Origins of
Christmas addresses both the contemporary Western celebration of Christmas and its deep historical roots in the church of
the fourth century The book presents a thorough investigation of the patristic texts and evidence cited by liturgical scholars
in the late 19th and 20th centuries to support two main theories the Calculation theory and the History of Religions theory
This historical research is set in the framework of the contemporary experience of Christmas the dynamics of time and the
liturgical year the inculturation of liturgy and underlying elements of dualism and patriarchal power paradigms which linger
beneath the often commercial and sentimental character of Christmas today Suzan K Roll was born in Clarence Center New
York USA in 1952 She holds degrees in classical languages and pastoral theology and in 1993 received a Ph D from the
Faculty of Theology of the Catholic University of Louvain Leuven Belgium summa cum laude with the gratulations of the jury
She has thaught and published in the field of liturgy sacraments pastoral theology and presently teaches at Christ the King
Seminary Buffalo New York USA   The Origins of Christmas Joseph Francis Kelly,2014 When was Christmas first
celebrated How did December 25 become the date for the feast How did the Bible s magi from the East become three kings
named Melchior Caspar and Balthasar who rode camels from three different continents to worship the newborn Christ How
did the Feast of the Nativity generate an entire liturgical season from Advent to Candlemas Why did medieval and
Renaissance artists portray Joseph as an old man When did the first Christmas music appear And who was the real Saint
Nicholas These and many other questions are answered in this revised and expanded edition of The Origins of Christmas The
story of the origins of Christmas is not well known but it is a fascinating tale It begins when the first Christians had little
interest in Christ s Nativity and it finishes when Christmas had become an integral part of Christian life and Western culture
The Origins of Christmas covers a variety of topics in a concise and accessible style and is suitable for group discussions
  The History and Origins of Christmas John Edward,2023-11-21 The history and origins of Christmas trace back to ancient
celebrations that long predate the Christian era The roots of this widely celebrated holiday can be found in various cultural
and religious traditions The winter solstice an astronomical event marking the shortest day and longest night of the year was
a significant moment for many ancient civilizations In Roman times the festival of Saturnalia a week long celebration
honoring the god Saturn involved feasting gift giving and a temporary suspension of social norms Similarly the Germanic
peoples celebrated Yule a festival commemorating the winter solstice with feasts and the burning of the Yule log In



Scandinavia a figure known as Yule Goat was associated with these festivities The Christian celebration of Christmas
emerged in the 4th century when December 25 was officially designated as the birthdate of Jesus Christ It is widely believed
that this date was chosen to coincide with existing pagan festivals absorbing and transforming them into a Christian context
Over the centuries Christmas evolved with a rich tapestry of traditions and customs from around the world The medieval
period saw the rise of nativity scenes depicting the birth of Jesus and caroling became a popular form of festive singing The
figure of Santa Claus derived from the Dutch Sinterklaas gained prominence in the 19th century with the help of various
cultural influences Today Christmas is celebrated globally with a diverse array of customs including the exchange of gifts
festive decorations special meals and religious observances It has become a time of joy generosity and togetherness
embodying the spirit of goodwill and the warmth of the holiday season across cultures and traditions   The Origin Of
Christmas Broderick Rottenberg,2021-07-10 Have you ever thought about what the origin of Christmas is We all know that it
s the time of year when the world gets into a frenzy about getting the perfect gifts cooking the tastiest meal and throwing the
best parties But have you ever wondered when it all began We re here to share the origins of Christmas with you This is a
little book that helps readers answer these questions and many more Written for Christians around the world the book shares
the origins of many Western traditions and myths like the Christmas tree mistletoe and Santa Claus that have found their
way into popular culture and often distract people from the very first Christmas After explaining the American fascination
with Santa Claus and the origins of traditional Christmas the author explains the case for the date of the very first Christmas
as well as answers the questions about the heavenly host and star of Bethlehem In the end he shares four Advent devotionals
that will inspire you and your family to learn about the true story of the birth of Jesus To challenge your understanding of the
Christmas story he provides a fun test that families and friends can use around the Christmas tree to test their knowledge of
what is the most remarkable miracle in the history of humanity   Toward the Origins of Christmas Susan K. Roll,1995
Christmas exerts an enormous attraction today even apart from its Christian character as a celebration of the incarnation of
God in the Person of Jesus Even marginal or indifferent Christians crowd the churches on Christmas Eve and in highly
commercialized and technologized Western societies the Christmas season is celebrated with enthousiasm Yet Christmas
entered the calendar of feasts relatively late by 336 C E and the reason for its introduction and quick spread remain
speculative and based on fragmentary evidence Towards the Origins of Christmas addresses both the contemporary Western
celebration of Christmas and its deep historical roots in the church of the fourth century The book presents a thorough
investigation of the patristic texts and evidence cited by liturgical scholars in the late 19th and 20th centuries to support two
main theories the Calculation theory and the History of Religions theory This historical research is set in the framework of
the contemporary experience of Christmas the dynamics of time and the liturgical year the inculturation of liturgy and
underlying elements of dualism and patriarchal power paradigms which linger beneath the often commercial and sentimental



character of Christmas today Suzan K Roll was born in Clarence Center New York USA in 1952 She holds degrees in classical
languages and pastoral theology and in 1993 received a Ph D from the Faculty of Theology of the Catholic University of
Louvain Leuven Belgium summa cum laude with the gratulations of the jury She has thaught and published in the field of
liturgy sacraments pastoral theology and presently teaches at Christ the King Seminary Buffalo New York USA   Christmas
Customs and Traditions, Their History and Significance Clement A. Miles,1976-01-01 Reprints the 1912 study of the origins
evolution and meaning of Christmas rituals and practices of many nations including caroling Christmas drama the manger
the Christmas tree the Yule log and the twelve days   Christmas Bruce David Forbes,2007-10-10 In a fascinating concise
tour through history the book tells the story of Christmas from its pre Christian roots through the birth of Jesus to the holiday
s spread across Europe into the Americas and beyond and to its mind boggling transformation through modern consumer
culture Page 2 of cover   The Origins of Christmas Roger Bush,1982   Origins and Legends of Father Christmas Old
World Christmas,Tim Merck,2000   How Christmas Became Christmas Nathaniel Parry,2022-10-31 In some respects the
contrasts of Christmas are what make it the most delightful time of the year It is a time of generosity kindness and peace on
earth with broad permission to indulge in food drink and gifts On the other hand Christmas has become a battleground for
raging culture wars marred by debates about how it should be celebrated and acknowledged as a uniquely Christian holiday
This text argues that much of the animosity is based on a fundamental misunderstanding of the holiday s core character By
tracing Christmas s origins as a pagan celebration of the winter solstice and its development in Europe s Christianization this
history explains that the true reason for the season has as much to do with the earth s movement around the sun as with the
birth of Christ Chapters chronicle how Christmas s magic and misrule link to the nativity and why the carnival side of the
holiday appears so separated from traditional Christian beliefs   Learning About The Christmas Holiday Lawrence
Staschke,2021-07-10 Originally Christmas was held by Christians to celebrate the birth of their religious leader whom they
believed to be the incarnation of God But gradually over time and through the festivals of the West people celebrate
Christmas with more and more grandeur Until now Christmas is considered an international holiday with Santa Claus
Christmas tree The arrival of Christmas is the time to mark the beginning of a new year Everyone eagerly prepares for
Christmas with good wishes But there are many superstitions about Christmas that you don t know yet Let s explore them in
this book   Christmas, The Origins Carlee Orman, A religion that took roots in Europe in the first century AD is now the
world s largest religion From being brutally persecuted in the ancient Roman Empire to declaring it as their state religion
Christianity is one of the few religions that stood the test of time The followers of Christianity were categorically persecuted
until Constantine the Great legalized the practice of the religion Today Christmas is the most celebrated festival all over the
world What comes to our minds when we hear Christmas The evergreen pine Christmas tree bedecked with lights and
decorations hanging in gay merriment the mistletoe that symbolizes a renewed hope revived life good luck and fecundity the



gift exchanges family bond music and revelries feasting and wine singing carol music and praying for a better and
prosperous new year But what is the myth behind all these festivities How did this celebration come about What is the reason
for selecting the 25 th of December as the Christmas day Read the story of origins of the universal festival of renewed hope
and life   Christmas in America Penne L. Restad,1996-12-05 The manger or Macy s Americans might well wonder which is
the real shrine of Christmas as they take part each year in a mix of churchgoing shopping and family togetherness But the
history of Christmas cannot be summed up so easily as the commercialization of a sacred day As Penne Restad reveals in this
marvelous new book it has always been an ambiguous meld of sacred thoughts and worldly actions as well as a fascinating
reflection of our changing society In Christmas in America Restad brilliantly captures the rise and transformation of our most
universal national holiday In colonial times it was celebrated either as an utterly solemn or a wildly social event if it was
celebrated at all Virginians hunted danced and feasted City dwellers flooded the streets in raucous demonstrations Puritan
New Englanders denounced the whole affair Restad shows that as times changed Christmas changed and grew in popularity
In the early 1800s New York served as an epicenter of the newly emerging holiday drawing on its roots as a Dutch colony St
Nicholas was particularly popular in the Netherlands even after the Reformation and aided by such men as Washington
Irving In 1822 another New Yorker named Clement Clarke Moore penned a poem now known as Twas the Night Before
Christmas virtually inventing the modern Santa Claus Well to do townspeople displayed a German novelty the decorated fir
tree in their parlors an enterprising printer discovered the money to be made from Christmas cards and a hodgepodge of
year end celebrations began to coalesce around December 25 and the figure of Santa The homecoming significance of the
holiday increased with the Civil War and by the end of the nineteenth century a full fledged national holiday had materialized
forged out of borrowed and invented custom alike and driven by a passion for gift giving In the twentieth century Christmas
seeped into every niche of our conscious and unconscious lives to become a festival of epic proportions Indeed Restad carries
the story through to our own time unwrapping the messages hidden inside countless movies books and television shows
revealing the inescapable presence and ambiguous meaning of Christmas in contemporary culture Filled with colorful detail
and shining insight Christmas in America reveals not only much about the emergence of the holiday but also what our
celebrations tell us about ourselves From drunken revelry along colonial curbstones to family rituals around the tree from
Thomas Nast drawing the semiofficial portrait of St Nick to the making of the film Home Alone Restad s sparkling account
offers much to amuse and ponder   Pagan Christmas Christian Rätsch,Claudia Müller-Ebeling,2006-10-24 An examination
of the sacred botany and the pagan origins and rituals of Christmas Analyzes the symbolism of the many plants associated
with Christmas Reveals the shamanic rituals that are at the heart of the Christmas celebration The day on which many
commemorate the birth of Christ has its origins in pagan rituals that center on tree worship agriculture magic and social
exchange But Christmas is no ordinary folk observance It is an evolving feast that over the centuries has absorbed elements



from cultures all over the world practices that give plants and plant spirits pride of place In fact the symbolic use of plants at
Christmas effectively transforms the modern day living room into a place of shamanic ritual Christian R tsch and Claudia M
ller Ebeling show how the ancient meaning of the botanical elements of Christmas provides a unique view of the religion that
existed in Europe before the introduction of Christianity The fir tree was originally revered as the sacred World Tree in
northern Europe When the church was unable to drive the tree cult out of people s consciousness it incorporated the fir tree
by dedicating it to the Christ child Father Christmas in his red and white suit who flies through the sky in a sleigh drawn by
reindeer has his mythological roots in the shamanic reindeer herding tribes of arctic Europe and Siberia These northern
shamans used the hallucinogenic fly agaric mushroom which is red and white to make their soul flights to the other world
Apples which figure heavily in Christmas baking are symbols of the sun god Apollo so they find a natural place at winter
solstice celebrations of the return of the sun In fact the authors contend that the emphasis of Christmas on green plants and
the promise of the return of life in the dead of winter is just an adaptation of the pagan winter solstice celebration
  Christmas in Ritual and Tradition Clement A. Miles,2022-11-13 Clement A Miles s Christmas in Ritual and Tradition
delves into the rich tapestry of Christmas customs from historical anthropological and literary perspectives With a keen eye
for detail Miles examines the evolution of Christmas rituals tracing their origins back to ancient practices and how these
have transformed over centuries into modern celebrations The book s literary style is both accessible and erudite blending
rigorous scholarship with engaging prose making complex historical narratives relatable to a broad readership The detailed
exploration of various cultural manifestations of Christmas provides a comprehensive understanding of how this holiday
mirrors societal values and changes over time Clement A Miles was a noted folklorist and scholar whose deep interest in the
intersections of culture religion and tradition significantly informed his work His extensive research in folklore and his
engagement with the social aspects of Christmas traditions testify to his dedication to uncovering the underlying meanings
behind festive rituals Miles s scholarly background illuminates his ability to connect historical events with their cultural
reverberations portraying a holiday that transcends mere celebration This book is highly recommended for anyone intrigued
by the multifaceted nature of Christmas Whether you are a scholar a student of anthropology or simply someone curious
about the holiday s profound meanings Miles offers a thought provoking examination that will enrich your understanding of
Christmas as both a cultural and spiritual phenomenon   The True Meaning of Christmas Michael Barber,2021-10-14 What
does the Bible really say about the birth of Jesus How did the celebration of Christmas become associated with things like
Santa Claus and decorated trees In The True Meaning of Christmas The Birth of Jesus and the Origins of the Season biblical
scholar Michael Patrick Barber offers an inspiring look at the Bible s accounts of Jesus birth and the development of the
Christmas season Along the way he answers numerous questions including How is the Christmas story related to ancient
Jewish expectations Why is Jesus said to be laid in a manger Who are the Magi What is the mysterious Christmas star How



did December 25th become the date of Christmas How did Saint Nicholas become Santa Claus As Barber explains though
some of the answers to these questions may be surprising only by understanding the message at the heart of Christmas can
we fully enter into the joy it promises   The History of Christmas: Reading with a Purpose Jake Henderson,Robert
Marshall,2014-08-16 The History of Christmas is a resource manual for teachers and parents This guide includes many tools
to help teachers and parents facilitate their children s learning experience It features historical lessons on topics related to
Christmas including the origins of the Christmas holiday both pagan Christian traditional foods pageants decorations and
Christmas songs There are also units of instruction focusing on the popular characters of the holiday such as Santa Claus
Rudolph and Frosty The guide also highlights literary influences on Christmas such as Twas the Night Before Christmas and
A Christmas Carol The History of Christmas provides a thorough examination of the cultural and historical origins of
Christmas which help students to gain a broader understanding of the holiday Exercises in guided reading help to reinforce
each lesson while free response questions encourage students to consider each topic in different ways Reading
comprehension questions challenge readers to gain a deeper understanding of the material presented Each unit also includes
lessons which utilize maps charts graphs and timelines The guide also suggests fun activities recipes movies and music to
help create the ultimate Christmas experience of for young readers The History of Christmas can be used independently or as
a companion piece with the novel A Radio Road Christmas by Jake Henderson   Christmas Andy Thomas,2019-10-01
Covering ancient ceremonies mythology the gospels and traditions from around the world this book uncovers the fascinating
background to one of the biggest festive seasons Christmas Have you ever wondered where Christmas comes from Or why
and how it has been celebrated throughout the centuries This book takes you on an intriguing and entertaining journey
through its social history Learn about the astrological associations Nativity excesses of the Roman festival of Saturnalia
Puritan ban of Christmas introduction and rise of gift giving origins and developments of Santa Claus food and traditions
from around the world history of its stories songs and symbols Andy Thomas is a lecturer and author on folklore histories and
conspiracy theories and has made numerous appearances on radio and TV Beautifully illustrated this book tells the fuller
story behind the sparkle and the merriment and shows why Christmas has survived and still has meaning for us today
  Christmas C I Y Publishing,James a. Fowler,2006 Throughout Christian history Christians have had diverse attitudes
about the remembrance and celebration of the advent of Jesus Even today some Christians find great joy in celebrating
Christmas and its remembrance of Jesus birth while other Christians reject such celebration reminding us that the Christians
of the first three centuries did not do so In Christmas Its History and Meaning Jim Fowler considers the historical
background of Jesus incarnation the theological implications of the Word became flesh the cultural origins of modern
Christmas celebrations and the personal spiritual intents of Jesus birth and life   The History and Origin of Christmas
Lesiba Ignitiuas Kekana,2023-12-21 The History and Origin of Christmas is a captivating exploration into the origins and



evolution of the globally celebrated holiday In this meticulously researched book readers embark on a journey through time
uncovering the rich tapestry of traditions customs and influences that have shaped the festive season
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